Introduced by Council Members Jones & Yarborough: 

RESOLUTION 2009-917
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING WENDELL HOLMES FOR HIS MANY PROFESSIONAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND DEDICATION TO EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
for many years, Wendell Holmes has been a genuine pillar in our community, widely respected and highly regarded for his professional accomplishments and as a leading, outspoken advocate for quality, equal education throughout Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS,
a native of Brunswick, Georgia, Wendell  Holmes arrived in Jacksonville in 1946 and continued a career, previously launched with his father in Georgia, as a mortician; and

WHEREAS,
providing compassion and guidance to families in need at a critical and sorrowful juncture in their lives, Wendell Holmes was associated with, managed and directed several funeral homes, including Whittington’s Funeral Home, Holmes and West Funeral Home, and since 1984, Wendell Holmes Funeral Home; and
WHEREAS,
outraged  and appalled  by the unequal, second-class education accorded his own children in segregated Jacksonville public schools, Wendell Holmes entered the fray and became the first African-American elected to the Duval County School Board in 1969 and the first Black candidate to be elected to any Florida county school board;
and
WHEREAS,
for 23 years, Wendell Holmes was a conscientious, tireless member of a school board in tumultuous times immersed in such issues and crises as desegregation, reaccreditation, student strikes and school construction; and
WHEREAS,
for his professional successes and his inspiring leadership in the struggle for equal education in Duval County, Wendell Holmes, has been accorded numerous citations of merit including the Brotherhood Award from the National Conference of Christians and Jews, the Mary L. Singleton Award for Justice, Peace and Social Harmony and, in 2003, was named distinguished citizen of the year by the Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce; and
WHEREAS,
after 56 years in a business career serving his community, Wendell Holmes has decided to “step back a bit” and the City wishes to take this opportunity to commend his prodigious achievements and extend  our continued good wishes; now, therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:



Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Wendell Holmes for his many professional accomplishments and dedication to excellence in education in Jacksonville.




Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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